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S ny is00 Es agement on man ly LF al "RA 
that-which is contrafted. by. Oaths and: Covenantsy. 

God himſelf being expreſly appealed unto, both as Witneſs 
and Judg ; ). ſo there is nothing more. dangerous and-en« 
carng, i if not warily and honeſtly entred into, and kept, as well with 
truth vs this is-cvidengly detnonſirared in the la League and Cove 
ant between theſe twa Nations, Eng/andand Scetlaud; which al- 
of though it wanted nathing of Ceremeny-and Solemnity: in1ies ora 
"19 LISA. yet hath proved ad 2nd omivous in.the. uſe add: 
e beſtar and moſt proper mediums of nnion 20d irengeh to beck Nurs 
ons againſt the common Enemy. yet. hath (adeveral hands} a 
ſrapagers to oblirut che moſt prodec and providential eſſays of 
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* Proſbyrertal Government in © NG L AND; Without any'boun 
ot- limitation of: the Czvil Magiſtrate; \and: the Scots ( who: beft 
knew-rhe defign'of the Covenant ) urge their pattern firſt, as ſap- 
poſing their Charch-to' be'the beſt Reformed: and'ſo rongly and 
vigorouſly was it managed,-thar: they 'gor ſo far-orj the afteQtions. of 
 the' people by-ſuch pleas; that'the brand 'of Herefe and Schi/mn, in 
the ry Article, was faſtened on all thoſe that'differed or diflented -- +: 
in Diſcipline from that pattern ; "and. ſo far on Authority , that [ 


+ a 


OOF" % +27 


|. _noneiſhohkd:cither preach, (or: be fit for-any place in Government of. 
State, but he that ſubſcribed to that ſence ; That moderate and wary. 
ſpirits, -( which 'throngh' Reaſon and Conſcience. differed. onely- in 
theſe circumſtances)” had nothing to relieve themſelves by, and avoyd 
the direful ſentence of perjury,” layd on them, for not bringing up 
their» Congregations to the'Preſoyterial Model, but onely-that clauſe, . 
which was (happily inſerted) | «According to the Wordof GOD; ] 
| Bur to fſalve. thar and: preſs' on the;former Intereſt, 'the Reformed: | 
| Churches were bronght: m' (and not onely Scotland propoſed) as the 
} main: and::abfolute Rule, and the Word of 'God to.be exegetical 
and expoſitory, virtually: included-in-them and ſo vehemently. hath. 
rhis firſt; Article|been preft! ro that- Intereſt, that all nnjon belides, : and, 
agreementiin. Doctrine, - and! the abſolntes and. neccſfaries.of, Reagion | 
3 have been-accotmted: of-as low: and ordinaxy., 'in:compariſon of it, 
"- thar moſt men have thought :ir wasa deſigneither to make men doubt 
| | that there is: any Church-Governmient 7#re Diveno, or «l(e; that- any. 
| 


bps; turn, whictiis-but popular, and. ſuitable. to a preſent In- 
Weeprian HE ow rt dn mucd atonds ak athens 
And of ſuch a fundainental conſequence hath the: Covenant bin judged. 
in Scetland, that they uſed it as the charaReriſtical difference of: all per- 
ſons both in Church and'State,-and looked on ir ag the belt conſtituting 
principle of 'Saint-ſbip and -holineſs , and-zhe--yiſiþle, qualification, of. 
\ members of Churches, and as the onely way of adinifſiun ar;fuld,. or 
re-24miſſion on relapte ; -for wherrin the firſt expedition,many had re- 
yolred from them tothe common Enemy, and were excommunicated, . 
' 0p both'whole Shires and. Pariſhes, Tt was pfit unto the queſtion in the 
"General Afſembly., What way ſhould be taken for. the Tryal of 


their REPENT ANCE, and'to receive them in. again ? It 
£ was abſolutely carryed by Vote, by- a 'tew taking of the Cove- 
nant. | 6 700 i; | | 3 


A3 And 
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hardy it ove wigh be praing one i King- 
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38 "Then Hext, and a dſo ofi wako Gabe a Perf Tres: 
q | ty, wherein the Scots (Commiſſioners had the principal hand, as being 
I” | moſt privy to the firſt intention of its c : For when the iorer- 
pretation of the firſt Arete. was out of credit, and: the diſgniſc-of ir 
plicke off by chat exprefiliqn, The word of' Gad;” that the Eoelrſiaſtical 
mellitus would notfervethe tutn,'they fallon another Article,where- 
in they finde but only a bare mention of the Kings Perſon, (charitably; = 
and yet limitedly inferted) and propoſe, and preſs the Parliamene- upon 
pain of perjury,and withoatany' reletve,unto a/Perſonal Treaty, wave 
. ing thefſafc and belt refoly'd os way ob Trexting: by poſitive; and Fan- 
F darmental Propoſitions *i And {o eager and: fierce were they on'ir, that. 
4 the /T1mifioners in the'tiame of the reſt, in-that notable: Remouſty ance 
A of theirsfor'a Perſonal Treaty, quoted the name of the Covenant mote” 
then Twenty times in one Page, and tax the Parliament with breach of 
Covenant; but for omitting a. ſupppſed: method, nor:-placing of it-in 
that order in the Pro oo fitions — whey thought moſt fir, urging'i(till 
go way of fulfilling the Covenane burky Perfonal Treaty: forpetti 
altthe Teſt of the  Srbels that ſpeak of Religion, a Common Enemy 
the-P rivileages of Parliament, of bringing Delinquents to nn mo 
ſo procuring Liberty; 'burthele rs firſt in incegtion; and —_ be laſt 
in exccytion. 
' The-next patty that OT the Nays With the Ofvaies in their 
| | tands; was the old Malignant and Common "Enemy (who waited on 
F- our crifling Tranſattions) who ſeeing what'uſe was made of it by 'the' 
Z Seors Preſbyterian Party, and how-nigh the Commiſſioners" of Scat- 
| | tant had driven it to their intereſt, emprove all their former *7ranſatti- 
32 ons with the Parliament, and on\thac Rock graffa defign of a:new and 
|| blogdy War, and.the ſcean. = changed from England to ws 
Z Duke 
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mots ho ogg te maſe Vornke Prin My bd 
_ / es Pn to gaalegand os 
ther deſperate Bogliſh Matignanes, enter England with a 5 Men Ate 
my , ſeeonding the Commiſſioners Remonftrances,/bling their own ex- 
pili De id hopes ſnl portrae Fe 

»veboth of honeſty, a F; o ng- to: ved: to 
hen expedition by othingbas the RR and for more effec 
proſecution of the ends of it in a Perſonal Treaty, to ſuppreſs Hereſies, 
and Schi/mes, andſertle the affairs of the Charch-in. greater: ſecurity, 
and beauty, freo from Ervor - of - Fattion :' Thus the: Covenarit was 
uſed, (and inas good words) to maintainthe falignant intereſt;and 
to unite the Common Enemy both in Scotlandand Englang, which wis 
intended againſt both z and though many of the K ink. difclaimed. theſe 
proceedings, and ſaw the diſguiſe rather in the Per/ovs, then the thivgs, 


yet they profeſt;and aRed nv more above board, then their own De/c- 


gates had Lixrkun with publique approbation by them, and-i intenti- 
ons are only known unto God: ' 

Thus hath chis Solemmn League and Covenant, which our Han 
and others may wellcall Sacred,and the moſt ſure engagement between 
creaturesin this world, beeh by every hand made.common ,-and pro- 
phane,  raviſhed by theintereftanderidy of ſinifter: and ſel&-i(h 


colt up5and down,and turtid; as 4 noſe of waxzinto'rhe form of every des - 


fign ; yea, ſo abuſed and rent ene part fromthe other, the Mfeansfrom 
the End, and one Artidefromanother, that ic ſeerns to have-no! more 
ſubſtance kft intire, thety what you find preſerv'd-in the-Srationers ſhop 
by atrue: impreſſion, orih the Churches, and Publique places ,. bythe 
duck hatds of the Fardbs Yeptutitorn $-norany more Soil and Goife 
ir it to bind a midris Coniſcienice, then only whit the "ifaſfected Spirits 
of ſome perfons have of late breath'd into it. 
But thielaſt and worſt abuſe of it (which may wedllbeput down'In- 
ftar oumninms) is, That itis riow ſeri fortti:as a Bull; ico denounce the 
D#eadful /entenst of porjwry 6n the Parliument, and High\ Court of 
7 aſtice tor taking away the Kings perſoti, aid a3 thegrear obſtruRion, 
and plea againſt compliance | bore: this prene Government of a Com- 
gs afid Ts ofdered it! this laſt uſe, That when through the 
glotious aRtirigs of Providence we liave eſcaped the Common ſnare, we 
truſt by onr- 6wn- Conſcienves' be*rriade 'Religionſly miſerable ; Atid 
how fad mult it needs be toall honeſt keatrs, yu the Covenant which . 


was 


. 
Ne ee toc 


| gr 
 * Peace; and: 
dying En 


 omir any ach, the force of which is to.contra& and fix the & 
| mensabiliries ro ſome Certain object, and manner of ang, or utterly to 
 xſirainand keep in; that” power fromzhe doing of any ſuch a& Wh 


147 utabls and contrary. 


ou, andthe 


Carnal weaont oret c 


great 


- Though this be an old way uſed by moſt men. to-countenance their 
diſlike of preſent duties,by flying to.con/cience,&,arging former ingage- 
ments, as the Malignants did againlt the firlt Proteſtation, and of late 
againſt the Covenant, preſſing their former [ngagements by the Oathes 
of Supremacy and Allegeance: © Yet becauſe it is the utmoſt, and laſt 
Plea that can be made againſt this;Gevernment , and that haneſt and 
Conſcieucions men (with whom. Lonly defire todeale.in this diſcourſe) 
may ſee what a-weak Foxndation they build their diſaffett0ns on, and 
hows little reaſon they have to ſtand off from obedience. to this preſent 
happy fetted Authority , notwithſtanding all that they have been for- 
merly bound unto by The: Solemn League and Covenant , Ihall offer 


- totheir view theſe following conſiderations about the nature: of 061;- 


gations by-Oathes and Covenants, the, ignorance or miſtake of which, 
sthe cauſe that men eicher bind;themlelves to,what they ſhould nor, or 


elſe look on themſelves as bound: when. they are free. 
An 0%ligation is nothing, clſe but a bond or. tye on. 


xength. of 


; 4 ry wee ki a ac ona CTY , , < S Bu ence CS "Y : FER] % . 
_ 2 "The moſt uſtial diſtititionsof ſuch" 
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Oathes, and Covenants, 'which'donot differ in theirnature, bat inthe 
Solemnity of expreſſion-; a promiſe bindes as wellas an" Oath, but the 
one bindes with more'Religious ceremony, an Oath; being a Religions * 
AFt whereby we bind our ſelves-to the doing ,” or omitting any: AR, 
Deo reſt ; & vindice, Gods name being invocated to judge nndrevenge, 
if theFe be any puil i» the 'mtentions, or Willing defett in the perform- 
ance;and the ſane is implicitely in every promiſe; for what I promiſe I 
mean to perform as'in the preſence of God; and my Conſcience as Gods 
Vicegerent”, takes Record of the AR as if ir had been expreſt; only/an 
Oath by its publique and Solemn addition of 'Gods name ,” doth mote 
fix the Obligation.on the heart, and makes men more careful out of fear 
of puniſhment to perform. i 5 
But as in all As which are imployed about any Obje& , there is a 
preſuppoſal of ſome formal reaſon, which is the ground of the Aﬀzand 
- unto which the AR muſt neceſſarily and-/ztably anſwer; ſo much more 
in Obligations, by any Moral or Religions AtF (wherein the beſt of 
our aboifiandings and hearts ſhould be imployed) muſt there be'pre- 
ap ſome fundamental Conſideration and Feaſon , which gives 
life and power'to any ſach Engagement for which a man-doth engage 
himſelf :/ Elſe no man can a& Rationally, or Honeſtly ,; or ſwear" in 
1#dzement or truth, nor perform in'7ighteouſneſr the three;abſolutere-" 
quilites to the Ob/;gation of any Promiſe or Oath, Therefore therecan 
benno Obligation to what is in it ſelf finful or. unlawful, 'or:what is im- 
poſſible to be done, becauſe there is no reaſon to bind a man to it-, nei- 
ther can that be the Objet of Obligation which God harh forbidden, 
or hath not given ability to performr what may croſs.any moral or 
abſolute good: | 114 4B Chen 
And theſe formal reaſons or conditions, are either ſoin regard of the 
Objefs , as flowing from the nature of the things themſelyes to-be 
done, * and ſo are effentially annexed to them, that they are abſolutely * 
Independent from any Human will or power to alter afd change them, - 
or diſingage men lawfully from them. « 
Or elle theſe reaſons are not ſimply and neceſſarily annexed to the na» 
ture of the ObjefF, but may be added at pleafure, and no Obligation a- 
riſeth from'the thing it ſelf until it be made by us. © .. - 
* ®Of the Firſt ſort” are all-Divine 4&s of Worſvip , and all. the 
* Moral "roles of Honeſty and Goodneſs which do: binde for we 


Obligations, are'by Promiſes, 


yo 


_ tfement, whether thity (hall worſhip God, or. in what form, and 1 
- whether menſhould be temperate,and juſt;and honeſt,and do aRs ſutay 


- andatfirft fight; (noothet teaſon-infervening) bat what they carry 


in their own narureg;therefote is notlefr to any bumane Pour: or arbt- 
orm, and way, 


ble to theſe, the mention of them doth oblige allmen to .conform their 
wills and praQtiſe to them, and yet ofcentimes (to help our natural, dul- 
neſs and indifpoſition) we bind, out ſelves again ro theſe things we 
were formerly/and nectfarily bound unto, that we may be more hear- 


ty and careful in the performance of them, moſt men thinking they are | 


bontid unto nothing ſo ſtrongly, bur what they bind themſelves unto, 
and by their ownrconſent ſRabliſh as a Law. F 
But theſe Obfigations:which are of the latter ſort, do. only depend 


on our Wits, and Voluntary judgements, andare then Valid, when- 


the Objett of them is good, and honeſt, and the Congitions on which 
they are made be kepr. SE TE icy 
- Andbecauſe the 0bje, and-tmatter of theſe Obligations, being Hu. 
maite affairs, are changeable-, and ſubje& to ſeveral perplexitics inthe 
mannagement., andunder many caſualties (being rather mended. as 
Aediums to other-good ends, then having any real exce!lency in them» 
ſelves) no man can judiciouſly, as a prudent, and kowing man , bind 
himſelf abſolutely, and ſwear tothe performance of any ſuch; thing for 
the future; for:thermacter it {elf is 0byexious to. Providence, and to 


be changed whether.the perſon will or no4 and that which is for pre- | 
t, neceflary and convenient (in theſe things) are 5 materia contime 
genti; for the future contingent, and hazardous afterwards , and the 


Objett is in its nature ſeparable from the Oath. 


- And as ſomethings'catry their zeafons with them, and need no a&t of 
ours to ſtabliſh them in their Authority, and juſt Obligations ſo other 


_ things have theirreaſon of 0b1ig4tion from us, and are only binding, as 
they are fit means to attain to more Fundamental and neceſſary ends, 


and-their reaſon lies in their conveniency, and proportionto wzoral and 
honeſt effelts. HY 123/090 © | 1 | | 
Hence it follows, That theſe ſpecial reaſons, or abſolute reſpedts ceaſ- 
ing,the 04/igarton which is drawn fromthem wholy ceaſcth alſo, theſe 
Principles being notonly as Canſa ne qua non, without which no man 


would ingage , but, confſtiturive principles of the goodneſs of the 


#2: ; for by theabſcnce of theſe, . the whole. Eſſence! and Nature 
of the thing is changed 'ﬆs in reſpeR of Oblggarion , for whe is 
TR | Nothing 


LIMIT . * 
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—_— {| in the nature of the matter-t6 oblige me to'it, and: the firſt 
and only Reaſon that ingaged me is caken away; which doth not; hold 
che ſame in allcircamftances, which accidentally-and: accafionally ad- 
here: For the deſtru&ion of them doth not alter the: Nature of- the 
ching it ſelf; as he which takes away the Rational ſoul — 
Man , but not he that takes away his Beauty, or acquired _learn- 
pe. is therefore apparent , and undeniable, That in all Obligations * 
there muſt be ſome conditions either putnally expreſt, or tqritely.im< 


7 phy'd, which are as firſt motives to; ations ,. and the- only ground: for 
 whic 


they arc'to be Afed, and A the terms, and-reſpeAs 
of which they are to be performed, which being either not kept, orre- 
moved, the Obligation is no more : for this Condition is ſo eſſential, 
and ſo fixtin the heart of him which is' :»gaged, Thar if it be loſt, the 
whole Foundation is everturn'd, and the man cannot a&t as a man, or 
as a Chriſtiaz afterwards, notwithſtanding his verbal ingagement; and 


_ rake it whether 2acitely, or exprefly, yet withourſuch a condition, no 


man would ingage in fuch.an a; neicher hath theman a mind 4a do it, 
(other things conſidered) though he may have a full power of effe&t= 

Ing 1f, Ee =P B 
- And therefore its concluded by the molt Critical Caſwifts, That 
if the thing alter ard change from what it was in the eye when the 06. 


 Hgation was made,the Obligation is alſo nul}; for that thing'isnat i#re- 
rm natura which I ingaged my (elf unto , or if it bavea being , yet. is 


nnder another form; and ſhape, different from the firſt reaſen, and 

round of my Obligation ; and no mancanbe obliged unto that which 
Fe never thought of, or when he doth think of, abomizates; therefore 
its ublawful ahd moſt deregatory wnto Reaſon , that iny man ſhould 
bind himfelfto all eaſes, and" circamſtances, tome: what will come; 
or notwithſtanding what ever may fall ont; for in the moſt pere | 
ry, and ab/olute obligations wherein there is{carce a congition(through 
love 2nd modeſty) conceived,yet men are not bound to all emergecres, 
ca(udlties, circumſtances, but only ſo long as the Special, and formal 
reaſon remains intire, and whole, and only.unto theſe caſes, unto which 
the Foundation will extend. Thus ſome Obligations are made abſdlute, 


- Not becauſe there-maynor poſſible be an excepted caſe, but becauſe the 


Mg 7 mane or ſuppolal.of the Condition, may create ſuſpicion, and 
zealouſie, and ſeems to be ſo much againſt nature, that no 77g exious, or 
Po | OO B2 modeſt 


$ 


TOUR 


IG fg F'r2 DRY 

modeft heart will admit the hou? 7 them, - therefore! they are-ut- 
'  terly omitted. As for example ; Man promiſeth- ſanpiy,” and withour 
condition, never to depart from his wite as long as: he lives, which! yet 
. Containsa ſeeret condition, if ſhe behave her [elf as a Wife; the 'expreſ. 
fion of which condition, that love and endearedneſs to' her. would+not 
admit, no not of the thought;and the very apprehenſion of it would be 
a temptation , -and moſt contrary to the unprejudiced and ' ſingle 
thoughts of lovers, and moſt diffonant to that jimple & individual-nrton 


between man, and wite;among whom there ſhould be but one Soulin - 


two Bodies, or one body ated by two wnited Spirits; and-yet if any 
wifeſhould commit Adultery, or feck to deſtroy her bnſband, {things 
that the pure and chaſt intentions of love durit not ſuppoſe, yet may be 
poſlible in correpted nature) heis free fromall other Obligations to 
her, ſhe having #»naturally, and beyond expeAation diflolved the uni- 


on by deſtroying the main ends of marriage, which are communion, and - 


mutual comfort and preſervation; and ſo having aQed contrary-to the 
Fundamental reaſon of that Obligation, hath ip/o fa&eo put herſelf into 
another condition, and diſcharged by her own aft, all former Ingage- 
ments. The like may be faid ( as hereafter )- beryyeen King and 
people. 

Hence therefore its demonſtrative, that if any through ignorance , or 
 overaQtings of a defign, ſhould not forefceing the nature of things, or 
forecaſting events, ingage himſelf to two things imcompoſſible, or 
which throughany neceflity of divine atixg,or in the order of natural 
and moral firs, ſhould prove inconſiſtent by ſome ſpecial emergence; 
he is bound to omit that which is lefs principal, and perform that which 
is moſt poſitive, and neceſſary. As ſuppoſe one in taking the degree: of 
Doftor in the Popiſh Dominions:, (as its uſed in the form of their 
Oaths) doth ſolemnly bind himſelf to embrace: the Doftrine of Chriſt, 
ang as much as in himlies, to promote the Doltrine of the Church of 
Rome ', which is really contrary to Chriſt ; doth not found Reaſon, as 
well as Chriſtianity teach us , -Thathe is only bound to do the one, and 
negle& the other? Andthough the thing we ſwear to perform, be not 
in it ſelf unlawful, but ag bonum morale impediens, hindering 4 more 
Special good, as Grotixs (lib. 2. de jure Bells, & pacts, pe. 245.) well 
obſerves : the Obligation ceaſerh from that, and isneceſſarily contrat- 
ed on that which is moſt neceflary and belt to be done. If this were not 


ſo, inthe multiplicity of humaze tranſattions moit men would be 


bound 
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. dnties which did not'depend on. that, or were not Subordinate to. it;, 


- theapplication'will make, amends for the defeRts in the doftrine: .have- - 


boundotily toonea&; and ſo be kept from performance of all other-- © 


hwy 69,4288 {thoughit uify be haſtily entered into.) a tan, | 
muſt be for ever unuſeful in marters of higher, and more peculiar #ppor-, 
tance;and have no remedy,no not of repentanceand berter thoughts for. 
his ſuddain ſurprizal.: - rods an nad 
- Andasno man is bound thus to any thing leſs conſiderable, or.oppo- 
fite to a Common and publique'good, ſo neither can there be any Obli- 
gation toany medium: which any .man hath bound hinaſelf unto, if by 
that means he cannot molt effetrally obtain the principal end: as if the. 
Hebrews had by Covenant ingaged unto Pharoah, that rhey. woulduſe 
no other-1d-Wifes but the «Ep yptiar: women,the edit being proclaim- 
ed of killing all the Male chilaren, they were difobliged from any. »e- 
ceſſity of 5-00 it, it being contrary to prizciples of #ature , ( "pe 
muſt be firſt ſerved). whereby all men are caught to preſerve by the} Ts 
ways'they can themſelves, and what is; properly ,their 'own, ; ,and. ha 
they-kept ſuch an ingagemerr, they had beennor only witneſſes of; bur - 
legal complotters in the murther of their own children. '.-- -: © + 4414 5 
By allthis we ſee as it fallsont many times,” That even Scelus eff if- 
-aes, the very ſwearing us ſin, as Seneca (lib, 2.) exprefleth itt; {9.as 
Ambroſe ſaith (off. 1,6, ult.) eſt contra officiiem mOnnungquan {ofvere, 
promiſſum,juramentam cuſtodire, it's ſometimes againſt 4 mans. auty 
to keep his promiſe, or perform his Oath ; and in the moſt ſolemn ,.- 
Hm (eſpecially about temporary, and coxtrovertible things :) the 
firtt-grounds and reaſons muſt be. moſt weighed ,, (omitting.,prejus 
dice;and accidents ) and what is moſt poſitive, and humani,inhiſted on, _ 
andadhered unto. «rv bY ; (33,£\0 A JI v4ef 
- Byall this I may ſeembut to waſte paper,and takeup time;but-Ehope 


: 
\% 
_- 4 


ing laid this general fexndation, let .us now; come parciculatly. 'to {ce 
how far we ate ingaged\ by this Covenant unto the Kings, Perſon, 
andhis Poſterity , and Monarchichal:Government in them, and how 
tar weare free and difingaged from them, and at /;berty to imbraceany 
other form of Government. _ arent WY LN ls 
To this-- purpoſe: let- us as warily view the Covenant, as we have 
done. the- nature -of- Obligations , .and conſider the: matter, and, FPoy 
of it, and we ſhall finde in the. Preface and - Contents theſe; for- 
mal Reaſons poſitively.exprelt, T he honour of God, the ſafety of the tWo 
F B 3 _ Nations 


Nations inthe proſervationef Religion,and Liberty which were firſt in 
_ the oye ofthe impolers,and the golden apples caſt before us," toalnre.ys 
unto'the ingagement , 'andare as the vatal'Pirits. that run through e- 
very vain it , without which- it were but anunneceſlary and. degd 
ceremony.” Ang theſe being as Fundamental to the Obligation of the 
Covenant , as the formin Phiſcals to the conſtituting of a diftuutÞ ben 
mg. the whole ſtrength of the Obligation lies on it, and only unto the 
performanice of theſe :hings, which are moſt apt to cite thele angry 
_abid # anything we have ingaged our ſelves unta, ſhall-be: found: cicher, = 
not fit to promote theſe, 'or TeliciRtive to them:{though at-firſt they, . 
have ſeemedneyerſo convenient, and plauſible ). they muſt be remoyed 
out of the away, as Ciſcales inthe body, which hazard the:dulglution of 
the union. » IS x ; ike 
-- Fhis being laid-as- the Prinnm mobile of the ingagement., "and (et 
in the Copenant as the common centre,many lines were drawn towards = 
emon every fide, in:order to anunion-in the. fult principle, and-many 
Articles propoſed as 1edizams thought maſt ſutable and neceflary to ad- 
vance theſe ends. xe 


And as'th fe ends or fuſt reaſons were of two ſorts, viz: Religzon, 
and Liberty, the means were proportioned: ( as was then thought fit) | 
for the happier effeQting+ both. --*' DET ; 
© Religion being chick, ic was firſt propofed,,. and the- preſeryation of 
it taken care for more expreſſcly inthe firſt, and ſeeond Articles again 
the Common enemy (who was then well:towa:) and as in-order to 
- that, we fugldged to a Reformation of it in Doltriue and. Diſcipline a6- 

cording to theword of God, and the beft Reformed Chutobes, to extir- 
pri pee ireficgs piſcopacie with all its attendants;thathbeing unto 


i 
p 


elipion as the ſuckers tothe tree which diverts the moiſture from the 
ratural branches, and by this we.thought Rdligion ſufficiently provided 

for in its preſervation, andReformation. oh! 
"The next inorder was the.juſt Liberty, and-Freedgm.of the Nations, 
andthe advaniement of it ;& as mediums unto that;the Covenart 10 the 
third and fourth Arricles, as molt abſolutely necefiary to preſerve the 
Priviledges of Parliament ; and becauſe we would let nothing out 
on cpighc be probable (though ex. ſuppoſitione remora, and from a - 
rain*d'charity) we ingaged 79 preferae the; Kings per/av, yet with 2 

wary Salvo;in thepreſe*vation of Religiony and Liberty, | 
" Ahdlaltly, to preyenzapydefiga againſt both, we ingaged to diſco. 


V 
r, 


PRESERVATION of which 
Him. : nfl Hafan 

But that we. may deal plainly and freely in a Cafe of Conſci- 
ence, let us a little compare the. King, and: his. actings, more par- 
ticularly with \the. Covenant ,, and we {hall finde at laſt; \that we 
are not onely not engaged--to; -preferve thim ,: but bound, jc og 
ſtrength of the Covenant to 'cut him off, -as a dead 'member that 4s 
gangrened. | h | J | 

; I have often wondered-out-of what ſort of charity or defignthe 
Kings natne was. inſerted» in the Covenant , as diftin&t. from, the 
Common Enerny \(agaibR whom we were firſt ſworn) ſeeing he was 
-the' Head that gave life and motion to every- part of that Body, 
(without: whom they were but asa great Body without Soul or am - 
mal Spirit) they onely fought under his Banners, for his Interehh, -1n 
oppoſition: to the 4irſt grounds of the Covenant, to diſtinguiſh the 
.Head and the Menibers in one Common; Cauſe, .and to ſwear againſt 
the one, {and ſfyrear'to preſerve the. other, was too great a Criticiſm 
to be pur'in an Oath "that muſt binde the Conſcience. For my part, 
from the firſt I Caw that name there {conſidering the ſtate of Aﬀairs 
then) Ilooked npon hint as' Sau among the Prophets;-prus tin. ſu- 
perktitions times they fet-up ſtately: Images to draw'men to Church, 
and\ more to reverence the place ; 'ot asſugar pat on bitter pills j 
make 


oy 
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make'themdoivn 1 "the better; with leſs ſeruple of the palate} 'or nays 
ſeonſneſs of the ſtognack': And*iF T 'may uſe the "words of Learned 


Sa _ 


I” => g TY T + . 
\ £ 


=. 


Calvin, in another caſe, which you ſhall finde in his Epiſtle: prefixed - 


. - to his Commentary on the Corinthians, having been forc'd/ to change 


the” Dedication, and alter the Title of it which was in the firſt Im- 
pteſſion”,” he'to' whom it was firſt dedicated proving an"Apoſtate: 
Utinam (faith he ) quo primum tempore in lucem prodiit hic Com-. 


mentarins, vel mihi - vel ſaltem probe notus fuiſſet ille cujus 
omen huic pagine. hattenus inſcriptum nunc delere cegor : It had 
| Bren hippy for ENG L AND that we had' cither not known 


him, "or known him' better (as we had Reaſon) and either wholy 
{ee "ont his name, *or had better: reaſons to haveput it in; for he ever 
ſtood as the great erate in it, and we might-eafily: have fore-ſeen 
what end he: was deſigned to make, which had ſuch a beginning : 


"But however, though through hope-and charity his name was inſerted, 
yet now Reaſon and Conſcience , yea the COFENANT it 
Felf, hath given” juſt grounds to blot | him/ out , he being the 


onely_ obſtacle to attaining all the honeſt and neceflary Ends of 


; It. 


Let us but (without prejudice) view, how that one name, and the 


 *preferyation of ir, ſtands oppoſite toll the other Articles and expreſ- 


fionsin the COYV EN AMNT, and makes them all uſeleſs and of no 
conſequence, that there is an imcompoſlibility of keeping our Engage- 
ment to kim, and to keep the others. | 
' Firſt, for Religion, and theſe Articles which are {worn unto.in or- 
der'to its preſervation , the preſervation of the Kings perſon would 


- direAlybe the overthrowing of them : we had abſolutely ſworn to 


extirpate Popery and Prelacy without any limitation, which could not 
poſſibly be done with the preſervation of his Majeſties perſon ; for 


Popery, though I cannot tax him with the profeſsion of it, yet many 
© correfpondencies have been between him and Rome, and Spain, even 
from a' childe ; his QUEEN a profeſt and Jeſuited PAPIST, 
" who" not” onely lay. in his' boſom , bur ruled and guided moit of. 
his counſds , that you muſt have either left him a Husband with- 
-out a Wife, -and have divorced him from: his own Soul and Self, 
"( and *from* her whoſe he y/as-eternaJly ) or elſe grant at leaſt a 
TOLERATION "ty 
© againſt. it; Belides* 


0 PE R:Y ; after we had' {worn 
 AJESTY was in Debt; and ſo far 
| TT: 


in Arredrs'to 'the _ hb Engl and Trelanid; for their 
_ faithfall ſervices to that he could tot be free. of regall pro- 
-_  miſes, and Covenant-Engagements to them, which muſt have'beeri 
| remembred uponevery advantage, neither could he in honovr'or 
| Ingenuity hayeconſenred' to exrirpate them, who had fo great 
: an influence to his affairs , and ventured fo hard for his Preroga- 
; tive; thnsthe* King and the firſt and fecond Article are become 
 incompetible, 'cannot ſtand together, and be both preſerved. * 
© The'next thing we ingaped in order toReligion, was the extir- 
tion oF® Prelacy, and all that Hierarchy, as that which hindred the 
ſtrength and growth of the power and-life of it, * which coald 
not be hoped for, with the preſervation of his Perſon, nothing 
4 being ſo dear and precious in his eyes, or more facred then thar 
| Ordery and be profeſt, never to give confent- to! abolition of it, 
though he was willing to haye a reformation of it, or to'Sive a to- 
leration'or triall to Presbytery, untill he could get' power enough 
to ſet up the other; ſo that what would become of the 'two 


—— at So uo 


]Jine to bring Delinquents to ences while he bimflfe ws he ; 
ES Fs ON $a head -+ 
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head of them : Andif the native and .trne ſenſe .of the Cove- 
| nant be the maintenance of Religion and Liberty, againſt acoms 
mon<nemy, and the, King þa h Proves. the chiefe and moſt dan- 
gerous Enemy againſt both,, doth nor the Covenant oblige. all 
men againſt him?, yea,. to remove him out of, the, way;, that 
allthe other Articles may have their full power, tyc and efficacy, 
and the ends not have their authority and goodnefle ſubordinate 
ro one raſh-expreſſion ? 'The putting his name in.the Coyenant 
' ſhewed enough the: reall.deſires we had for his ſafety, and hap- 
Pineſſe, (though rtherewas too-much gropnd i, of ſuſpicion, yea 
for unbeliefe, that he-would never prove inſtrumentall).. and 
too much honour and reſpe& to be given to the firſt and C - 
enemy of both Nations; but it: would be ſad and deſperate, 
that. our loye and good hopes-ſhould be fo ill-requited , as to 
be left remedilefle,, and at a perpetuall lofle in. all our com- 
cernments by one exotick name thruſt. into- the. , Covenant, 
the verie metition of: which, expunges all . the other Arti» 
cles. Tr GTA Pd, | 
If experience or. ſenſe could open our eyes, we muſt needs 
ſee that. there was nothing the. King hated ſo:much as the Cou 
venant, yea, ſo hated. it, as it's thought he ever. loved his name 
the worſe after he ſaw it there ; and.if his Eix@y Beal may 
be his judge, that ſuppoſed booke of his, which moſt of hig 
friends owne, there is. nothing he fpends his. venoime at- more 
then Coyenant: and. Presbytery , as if he had an Antipathy.. to 
both, not a ſigh gf ſenſe ever came from him for all-the blogd 
| ſhed, nor a repenting expreſſion for any AR done, but his. 
conſent to the Bill; for taking off the Eatle' of Strefferds head, 
being more touch'd fara Paralite then. the ruine of three King» 
domes ; not any. thing could ever be getten' from. him, in, con- 
ſent to any- Bill. or. Propoſition. propoſed foriour Liberties, bug. 
came as a.drop. of blood, from: his heart, and; as- under- force, 
with many premeditated ireferves, and at. laſt. ſealed this Pre. . 
rogative. with, his. own bland, without, ſkewing the leaſt;remorſe; 
for former AQs, qracknowledging any boundary $6 his will buy. 
And, yet this. man (asif be were the auwn wmorſariumy.and all 
| Religion 
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Religionand Liberty were effcntiall es'\his'Perfon)- tinft onely 
be lamented ,. and atf the breach'of Covenint RR Dh ly 
AR of Juſtice on him;-without which neither the Covenant or 
any Arcicle in'it.coutdbe dutifully performed.” And how nauch 
have men loſt of their underftandings,: and the pnritie- 6f their 
affections. to the Covenant, that: ſhall be willing to have the Co- 
venant reje&ted,-arid all the ends and inpagements of it bro- 
ken, fo they might have bur. one expreſſion: preſerved ? Had: the 
Partjament given # toleration to Popery, fer np. Prelacy, prote- 
Red Detinquents a#8d- Incendiaries, tharonr Religion and Liber- 
ties might have been pluck'r up by the roots, and ſet up the King 
in his Throng, and inrail'd the Crowne more: firmly on his polte- 
rity, notwithſtanding all theſe conſiderations in the Covenatit, 
belides , taking hold of that one clauſe; would the Covenant 
have been then kept ? let all honeſt men judge; .and yet they had 
done all theſe vertually, and would have-done them really in 
time, had they bur complied with the King, or done any other- 
wiſe to: him, then paſſing a legall and judicial! ſentence on 
him. a Os LV a 

But we need go no further then the words of the Ingagement 
concerning the King , which -are-very obſervable, and will end 
the controverhie if honeſtly obſerved : For whereas all the Arti- 
cles of the Covenant are-poſitive and abſolute, Religion to be 
reformed accordingto the Word of God, Popery and Epiſcopa- 
cy to be extirpated without any diſtinfion , - the Priviledges of 
Parliament to- be maintained, Delinquents and. Incendiaries to- 
be brought to juſtice, without any diſcrimination or favour, when 
we come to Covenant concerning the Kings Perſon, (as juſtly fea- 
ring, if not fore-ſceing what he would prove)ir's with an exprefle - 
reſtri&ion, and his whole Perſon and - concernments wrap up in 
this.clauſe : In the preſervation of Religion & Liberty, which was not 
only an Expoſition of what we intended concerning him, or on- 
- ly alimitarion , or qualification of our endeavours concerning 
him, (though that were enough)bur an abſolute and expreſſe con= 
dition and determination of the way and meanes of rrafuring 
him only in the preſervation of RO and Liberty , in _—_ | 


— wo_d , 


" he was included as the lefler in the greater; that if theſe two-can- 

Not be preſerved in- preſerving him, he isleft alone, for they are 
not to be preſerved in him, but he in them: And this condition is 
ſo plaine, that you muſt either be bound to the King abſolately, 
without conſideration of Religion or Liberty, or muſt when they 
become incompoſlible, ſtick zo that which 1s-principall,, and of 
moſt concernment; and if this clauſe had not been either expreſt 
or ſappoſed, no kzowing man who loved his conſcience could in- 
Bape, that being the fundamentall reaſon of our | Engagement, 
neither can it be well ſuppoſed that moſt of the godly and un- 


derſtanding people of both Nations vvonld deſperately ſyvear a- 


vvay all the priviledges both of Religion and Liberty, in a kind 
and loying.mood, and to preſerve the Kings Perſon, prove he Ty- 
rant or Turk, which they muſt needs do, if they did not ingage to 
preſerve the King in the prefervatian of Religion and Liberty, 
ſecing therefore that theſe were the efſentiall conditions of our 
Obligation to his Perſon, and they have grown incompatible to- 
gether, yea diametrically oppoſite, and the ends primarily inten- 


ded in the Covenant, could not be attained without removing his 


\ Perſon, vvho hath ſo little reaſon to doubt, but vvith a good con- 
ſcience, yea by the very conſtraints of conſcience, vve are dif- 
charged from that part of the Covenant, and capable of cloſing 
vvith any other that is more fit to proſecute theſe ends. | 

So that you may no vy perceive that the Kings name vvas in the 
Covenant but as a ſeparable accident in its ſubjet, 20d poteſt ad- 


efſe vel abeſſe ſine ſnbjeAi interitu , the- Covenant ſtands firme on 


its true and ſound baſis, and is kept in its beſt-intentions and ends, 
though his Perſon be removed, and that elſe the Covenant it ſelf 


vyould have been a meer Skeleton and religious cypher, that could 


neither be rationally binding, or poſſibly kepr. 


Neither can it be by any obſervant eye conjeured, that his Son 
ſhould promiſe better things, (by vvhom the Succeſſion is chal- 


lenged) yea farre lefle may be expeRed from him, vyho hath natu- 
rally ſucked in all his Fathers principles, and been at a'greater 
diſtance from all good counſel] and advice, and hath had the moſt 
deſperate of the firſt Incendiaries to breed him up, and be his an- 
ly counſel], that nothiog bur. the change of the Government can 


free 
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free us from the ſucceſſion of t 


e us fr \uc 1 of tyranny and Pretogative, or give us 
any hopes of being happy in after dates. Fo TR 
And if we do ſoberly con{ider,it, we have.not broken at- all the 
Covenant, nor changed it in any fpeciall condition of it , but only 
biotted out an. unneceſſary and deſtructive.name, and inſerted" a 
more dire& medium, for the preſerving .the Covenant, and ad- 
yancing the more noble and beſt intentions-of it, and by taking 
this new engagement (which is ſhort, and plain without ambigui- 
ty) we take away the grand obſtruction, and ſet it right in its pri- 
mitive beauty, and free it from any future hazards or miſinterpre- 
tations, the nature ofa Common-wealth being to promate com = 
mon and publique concernment,both of Religion and Liberty. 

By this time Thope all men may ſee that ( among the moſt ) its 
not conſcience but choler, animoſity, if not malignancy that keeps 
men from taking the.late Ingagement of the Parliament, there be- 
ing nothing in the Covenant contrary: and ſeeing.no man can be 
obliged unto any a which is contrary to a naturall, and morall 
good, and that all obligations ceaſe with the firſt reaſons, or con- 
ditions on which they were made, it muſt neceſſarily follow that 
all our Ingagements to the Kings perſon, and Monarchicall Go- 
vernment ceaſe alſo, there being nothing left of reaſon to engage- 


. us to them, but our own affeRions, yea the whole ſtate and nature 


of perſons and things, being neceſſarily changed from what they 
were,when we firſt engaged our ſelves,& better & more effeQuall 
waies propounded, we ought to cloſe in with them , and make 
CORMIER ALICE. imma eh ico =: Bo 

- But what need I ſpend time, and put any to paines to read this 
diſcourſe, when the Aſſembly, of Divines have determined the cauſe 
concerning the obligation of former oaths, and Covenants, in their 
exhortation to the taking of the ſolemn League and} Coven 
ordered by the Parliament to be added to it ( p.4.) which isſp 
cially ſpoken to perſwade Clergy men from that plea of their for- 
mer engagements to the Biſhops, as you may read in theſe words. 

And as for thoſe ( lergy men, who pretend that they above all others 

cannot covenant to extirpate that Government (meaning Epiſcopall ) 
becauſe they have ( as they ſay) taken a ſolemn Oath to obey the Bi- 
ſhops in licitis & honeſtis : they can tell if they pleaſe, is that oF 
hat 


that have ſivorn obedience 'to the Laws of the Land, afe not 
thereby prohibired from endeavouring by all lawfull means the a- 
bolition of thefe Laws, whetr they ptove inconvenient or miſchie- 
yous, and if yet there ſhould be any oath fonind,, nnto 'which any 
Miniſters or others haveentred, not warranted by the Laws of 
God, and the Land; in this caſe they muſt reach cthemſelvesand o- 
y_ that ſuch oathes caſl for repentance, not pertinaey in 
them. | BEES 


- There needs no Comment on this, its a full-folution to all ſuch 


Pleas which are drawn from former engagements, When new and 
more neteflary daties are tobe preſently performed, or the former 
oaths prove miſchievons to more fundamentall and ſpeciall aRi- 
ons, There remains nothing now, ff we mean to reconcile the Co- 
venant with it ſelf, and make-it whole and entire again (having ra- 
zed out the grand Errataes of it, and written it over in fairer and 
more legible CharaQers, and all ominous expreſſions expunged) 
but to take the new Ingagement tothe Common-wealth of Eng- 
land;and which is the moſt fit Appendix that can be imagined'to b 
added, and the laſt and moſt probable means of preſerving all the 
ends, and Articles in it; without which we may fondly think to ſa- 
tisfie our confciences, but ſhall never be able to keep the Covenant, 


Ng 


it being not rationally to be ſuppoſed, that any thing but Popery , 


Prelacy, and Malignancy ſhonld flouriſh under either the late Kin 

or his Succeſfors, who were and are engaged only to theſe inte- 
reſts, by education and aequaititance, by-contra& and relations, by 
diſpoſition and revenge, yea by all the common ties of friendſhip, 


and love, yeaand of debt and Qnty alſo: that if we now paſfe this 


year of nbilte, we deſerve not only to have our ears boared, but 
our conſciences, and tobe made by a divine judgement perfeR 
thves, a5 we ſhall be by our yoluntary conſents, | 


FINIS, 
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